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Waterbury,  may 25 2008 
 
        

To the Association  
“Club of Cercemaggiore” 
Waterbury, CT – U.S.A. 

 
 

For the first time, the Molise Region is coming to your Association to give you a proof of 
appreciation for everything you did in this country, for the good results you’ve obtained in this land 
and for the respect you’ve acquired here from everybody. 
 In the name of the Molise Region Council, I bring you the regards from our Italy and the 
care to keep strong the ties between our communities without forgetting our roots, our origins and 
all the sacrifices that our ancestors made, leaving their relatives to go in a strange country. 
 It was the fate that wanted me, as originary from Cercemaggiore like all of you, to bring you 
the regards from the great molisan Instution. 
 And here I am, without hiding my emotion remembering my relatives arrived in this country 
since the beginning of last century. Both my granfather, after him I am honoured to be called, and 
his sister Maria arrived in Greensburg P.A. first, between 1903 and 1905, then they moved here in 
Waterbury where also lived and worked a lot of Cercesi people. 
 Among them there were the father and the brothers of my uncle, Biase Izzi, a men with a 
strong character that I always remember with pride. 
 He had the heart to refuse to come in the USA in 1947 when it was proposed to him to 
change his name and he prefered to wait; he left from Neaples on June 13th 1956. 
 I growed up as a lot of others Cercesi children, waiting for Christmas cards from America, 
waiting for the gifts from our relatives of Waterbury. And I assure you that it was joyful to open 
them as was joyful hearing that our relatives would come back to visit us. There was all over a party 
atmosphere, everybody got involved to welcome them in the best way and the families were joint 
and happy. 
 These memories, that I keep in my heart with great care, are tied to this little american town 
that I learned to love since it is a part of my life, as it is a part of Cercemaggiore’s life, a part of 
Molise’s life and a part of Italy’s life. 
 I hug all of you and I hope that through your association we well start up institutional 
exchange in order to allow also your childrens and your grandchildrens to keep on mantaining a 
great relationship with Italy. 
 
 
       In the name of the Molise Region Council 

     Michele Petraroia 
   


